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ESTIONS, ro PROOFS. 


QUESTIONS and moſt apparent MISTAKES, about the Peoplt 
commonly called QUAKERS and their Profeſſion. 


This being our 5th. Anſwer to their Mercurzes of the 7th. 11th, and 14th. of June laſt, 
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HAT Juſtice or Fair-Dealing can we expett 
from Perſons vainly pufc up by their Fleſhy 
Minds ? You pretended Athenians have made 
too much haſte to make good ſpeed 5 you are 
too precipitant and prepoſterous in your Pro- 

ceedings againſt us to do us right ; you are ſo Credulous, to take 
Things on truſt againft us, as thereupon to Charge, Sentence, Con- 

,demn and Brand us with Infamy, before any Judicial Tryal. 

» . Firſt you paſs Sentence on us, and then heap Queſtions upon us 

. to find out Matter againft us, You ground much of your Charge 

in your Mercury of Fune the 14th. upon a Book, called, Sweet Sps 
of Spiritual Wize, in which there is a ſmall Tratt, called, Fohn the 

Divine's Divinity, Printed by Giles Calvert, which you call a famous 
* Book of theirs ( meaning the Quakers) and 'you helieve, one of rhe 

firſt ever Printed by any of their Gang ; and is indeed (you ſay) the moſt 
regular and faireſt Syſtem of Cuakeriſm you yet ever ſaw. 

And from this, you think, you have given usa very fatal Blow; 
but herein you are more Credulous than Diſcreet, for that Book is 
* none of our's > it is none of the Quaker's either in Title or Style ; 
You ſhould firft have better Inform'd your ſelves whether the Au- 

Y thor was a Quaker, and an approved Writer among them, before 

pou ad Career us with the ſaid Book, ſeeing much of your Charge 

\g ep out of it, EX 

jd Not only to prove your falſe Charge, That we deny the diſtinit Exi- 

"A" fence of the Soul after Death, hut alſo, That the Quakers deny An- 
Is, Spirits, Heaven and Hell, you quote the ſaid Book, Sweet Sips, 

Ec which you refer to many times over ; from whence you Charge 

us not only with denying Angels, Spirits, H-aven and Rell, but ſay, 

You'l prove w? aſſert the contrary 5, for which you quote Sweet $1ps again, 
But after you have given your Charge, you do but very poorly beg 
aq geſtion, viz. Let *em, if they can, ſbew us any of thetr Writers, 

n any of theſe are aſſerted as diſtintt Subſtances or diffin@ Staves 
or Places for Puniſbments or Rewards after this Life is ended. However to 
this purpoſe we have often afſerted, as really believing both diſtin 

) Angels and Spirits, as to their Beings or diftintt Spiritual Subſtan- 
/ A ces; as alſo Heaven and Hell, as diſtin States and Places for Pu- 

.niſhments and Rewards after this Life is ended. We never knew 

theſe doubted of among us, but often Preached and Afﬀirmed in 

} Words and Writings : But how do you prove we aſſert the contrary ? 
et For this you quote Sweet Sips, chap. 22. viz. © The Angels are 

> © Intituled Miniſtring Spirits, &c. the Myſtery of it is this, a Figure 
% *© of God's many Rlefſings, alſo gracious Providences. Thus Jacob 
X © called his Brothers favour an Angel : Fallen Angels are bad Spi- 
« © rits, termed Devils, #. e. The Authors of Evil, this is a Figure 
ks & of God's Mind concerning the Myſtery of Iniquity ; they may 
© alſo type out croſs Diſpenſations, p.zo. Divine Love is Heaven, 

\,  « Hell is dreadful Apprehenfions of Gad, Sin is the Brimſtone of 

% © this Hell, the Diſcoveries of God are Heaven and Hell, . his Gra- 

4 « cjons. and his Wrathful Preſ:nce, there is no other Place. And 

x, thus, you ſay, You have proved 2 your Charge ; whence it foliows ( lay 

\\ you ) a you aſſerted, That Cuakeriſm is really a Compendium of all Here» 

A fies 7 thus you. ) 
\N _ But ftop, you run too faſt, How have you thus proved all your 

4 Charge againſt the Quakers ? What, by falſly Intitling them toan 

Authcr, a Book which was never theirs, nor Authorized by them ? 
As we preſume you wil never prove your Steer Sips to be the Qua- 
kers. Andyet you wrong that too, for therein Angels are confeſſed, 
That they wee Created good pure Spirits, chap. 22. Your ſaying, You 
have thus proved all your Charge, is (0 notorioully falſe, that it makes 
us take the leſs notice of the reſt of your groundleſs Accuſations in 
your Paper, being mined, to try you in this, if rou'l he fo Inge- 
nuous, as to-retratt this your Authority, as well as your other Fal- 
ſhoods Charged, as that of the Sow!'s Sleeping, an4 that groſs Lye 
againſt Jobn Whitehead, | ; 

When you have Charged us with Denying the PeſurreQion of the 
Body, this Untruth you contradit your ſelves, by what you place 
on us, from your Author ( whom you Inticle us to ) ** That the 
« being riſen with Chriſt is the firſt ReſurreTion,” and there is 4 ſecond 
 ReſurreFion of the Body, when the Natural ſhall be made Spiritual, 

4 & Mortal Immortal. But vour Inſtance, That G. Whitehead, 
Bundfed People, plainly acknowledged, That be did not believe his 
riſk again after Death. In this you are miſinformed, thoſe 
wot his Words, But that he did not believe bis Body ſhould be the 
t it ow is, a Natural Earthly Body, but a Spiritual Heguenly 
cording \o 1 Cor. 15. 37, 38, 40, 44- 

Charge, That they (i. e. the Quakers ) deny the Divinity of 
d utterly falſe : As it is alſo, That they deny his Humanity ; 

\ Chriſt's Manhood or his being 24, which we never 
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After you have unduly paſſed your ſevere Sentence and Condem- 
nation upon vs ( the People call'd Quakers ) and what you falſly 
term our Opinions, and as fallly pretend to have,proved them all, you 
are fain to impoſe Queſtions on the ſame Subjetts charged, being 
very inquiſitive for a diſtin Anſwer to your ten Queſtions, 
we find they amount rather to three times ten ( ſeveral being 
crowded together in one ) that by your doting in Queſtions you 
might find Proof ( if you could) for your unproved previous 
Charge unduly exhibited ; but divers of your Queſtions appearing 
buth Unlearned, and in Terms Unlcriptural as well as Impertinenr, 
to affe&t us or our Principles, we have Power, in point of our Chris» 
ſtian Liberty, not to accept (but ſhun) ſuch unlearned ones; and fince 
you have ſoſeverely prejudged and condemned us al, before Tryal, 
as Herericks, blaſphemous Idolaters, &c, we may juſtly ſuperſede your 
Sentence, and call you in Queſtion for the ſame: We have*asmuch 
right to Catechize you, as you us ; and 45 Men we are not bound to 
anſwer your Interrogatories, after you have Condemned us 3 but & 
Chriſtians, we condeſcend to give you a better Anſwer than your 
Queſtions or you either have merited from us, Re - > 
Pty 1, Whether you do not all poſuively deny the Bible to be' the 'Word 
of God ? | 

Anſre, We do not deny the Holy Scriptures therein contain'd, ta 
be the Words of God, but queſtion where they poſitively term the 
Bible the Word of God? Pray anſwer by plain Scripture, ſeeing 
Chriſt is therein called che Word of God, and in the beginning was the 
Word ; and the ord being often mentioned with reſpe& to that Di» * 
vine Power which apholds all things, and which giveth Men Life, 
Son Underſtanding, and from whence the Holy Scriptures firſt 

r . 6 

Q. And whether there was ever one of your Writers who grantedit? | 

A. Probably ſome have ; though not in a ftrit and proper Senſe. 
and Scriptural way of Spez2!ing , but in a Figurative ; putting ll 
Words or Sayings of God for the Word from whence they proceeded, 

Q. Whether . ts do not affirm and eftcem it imperfe, and no ks 
Rale of Faith and Manners? wy.” 

A. To the firſt part. No, if you mean the Holy Scriptures ; the” 
I aw of the Lord iu perfet, the Divine Truths and Doftrin cor 
therein being given by Divine Inſpiration, are perfet. To the lat 
part, by compleat Rule of Faith and Manners , Do you mean the whi 
Bible, both cld and new Teſtament ? Or do you mean the Sctip 
or Writings therein abtraQly and literally taken, without latex 
tation ? If with Interpretation, who muſt be the Interprete 
not the Spirit of Truth the beft Interpreter ? And how cats. 
excluded a Compleat Rule ? Or to take you in the beft by 
not intend «© The Ceoperation of God's 4pirit together with thoſe. 
& Truths contained in the Scripture working in us Faith and Obedien 
your own Word are ? ) Do you not think all this Eſſential to} 
plear Rule of Faith amd Praitice ? Though we freely grant the 
Scripture (as it cannot be broken ) is not only a Rule of D 
but contains many very precio1s Rules to be believed and pratiles” 
The principal Supream Guide ard Rule of Faith, being the Spirit Chrift © 
promiſed to guide true Believers into all Truths. | 

Q. And whether you think not your own vritings of equal Aubority © 
with it (i. ©, the Bible? ) ( 4. No. ) = 

Q, And whatever any true Quaker either Writes or Speaks ( in their 
publick Af-mblies ) tobe really as Infallible as what was Spoten or [Written 
by our Saviour or any of bis Apoſtles ? : 

A. No; But whatever the Spirit of . Chriſt ſpezks in and by ſuch or 
any other fearing God: The Truth is unaterably the ſame for ever. 

Q. 2. Whether you own Feſus Chriſt, who was born of the Virgin, u0 
be Gad equal with the Father from all Eternity ? 

A. The ſame Jeſus Chriſt, the Emanuel, God with us ; God ma» 
nifeft in Fleſh, was certainly God, in relation to his Divine Being, 
from all Eternity, though as born of the Virgin, according to the 
Fleſh, he was Man, of the Seed of David. 

Q, And whether you own the Man, who was of the Seed of David and 
born of ihe Virgin and ſuffered upin the Croſs, to be the true Chriſt , your © 
Chriſt and God, bleſſed for ever ? 

A, Yea, weown him to be the true Chriſt, onr Chriſt, and alſo 3% 
Gad, bleffed for ever, Rom. 9g. 5. -* 

Q. Whether you expett 10 be ſzved only by the Merits of what be them * 
ſuffered ? 

A, Our Salvation is en/y by Chrift, our Saviour and Redeemer, 
both with reſpett to the Merits of what he then ſuffered for us, and 
alſo to his work of Grace in us, to ſave us from Sin and Condem- 
nation, being reconciled by his Death, that we may be ſaved by 
his Life, *Tis only by his Merits and Work, and not by our own. 

Q. Or whetb-r you think the ſame ChriS really ſuff-red for you, who now 
ſas in Heaven at th: right band of the Father ? 

As Yea 
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- harboured againſt us,]J _ PLS 
| Q.:3- Whether you own the Holy Spirit ro be God, diftinEt from the Fa- 
they and Son ? or any of their Properries are diftiaft from each other ? 

A. We ask you, Whether the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be 
not One God, bleſſed for ever ? We ſay, Zea; what ſay you ? And 
-. where doth the Scripture ſo term the Holy Spirit, God, diſtind from 
| the Farber and the Son? Or when you ſay, The Father is God, the 
Son. is God, the Holy Ghoſt is God, do you mean, that each is 
God, diſtin from the other! would that be good Dottrin, think 
ye ?. And-what mean you by zheir Properties, diſtin? from each 9. 
ther? 1s it not proper to the Son to be called Father ? Yea, the E- 
verlaſting Father ? and to'the Son to be ſent, or to proceed from the 
Father, as well as the Holy Ghoſt? | 

« Whether you own the Holy Trinity, or Three Perſons, and One Ged, 
> for ever z 


A. If by Trinity, be meant the three Divine Witneſſes in Hea- 
yen, 1 Fob, 5, 7. we own them to be One God, bleſſ-d for ever, 

4. Whether. you own your Light within to be God the Fatbey, Son, 
or H Y, Ghoſt, or all three together, or only their Gr act and Operation with- 
in 

7" We own our Light within to be 4 Divine Light of Gud and 
Chriſt; tis a Light of bath the. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who 
are One inſeperable Being and Fonntain of Light 5 God (who x above 

. all, and through all, and in you all) is our Light and our Salvation, 
whoſe Light in us and al! Ven (though gradually made known to 
us) is a Divine Principle of Life and Grace, which is more than an 
Operation only, . 

Q. 5. Whether you partake of eithey of the Sarraments in your Aſem- 
ies, and don't abjolutely neclet *em as they are ourward Symbols uſed by all 
others who won'd be accounted Chriſtians ? 

A. What Rule in*Scripture have you for the word Sacraments ? 
and for applying that term to the Elements of Bread and Wine ? 
The ſubſtance whereof, or things ſignified, ( by thoſe outward 
ſigns) we partake of in our Chriſtian Communion; which you have 
nothing to do withal. 

Q. 6. Whether you believe Angels or any immaterial Spirits, beſides the 
Sou of Man ? 

. A. Yes, we believe tlhere are Angels which are Miniftring Spirits, 
'* beſides the Soul of Man. What you mean by [ immaterial Spirits] is 
-  aqueſtion,ſeeing you ſeem (in your 11th Article) to grant, Angels, 
e to be diſtinit Subſtances ? 1. e, then, by your learned definition, 
-  Axgels muſt be diſtin Subſtances without matter or ſubſtance; diftin# 

s, yet immaterial Spirits, Pray where had you this Learn- 


? . 
7. Whether you believe the*Soul of Man to have had any Beginning or 
a&# Exiſtence thereof after Death ? 
'Yea, both; that the Soul of Mn had a Beginning and muft 
ave a diftint Exiſtence or *Being after Death. We really believe 
"we ſhall be individually and numerically the ſame Souls preſerved 
> mourdiftin& Beings, by him that gave us life and being, and thar 
our Souls ſhall be as many in Number after Death as now they are 
"before Death. And therefore your Charge of the Soul being intirely 
—abſorpe (3. e. ſupt or ſxallowed up) in God, ſo & to loſe its individuz- 
w, is an ignorant, idle and falſe Charge 5 *twas the old Ranters 
otioh, never our's, ; 
XL Whether you don't in terms deny the Reſurreftion of the Body ? 


call thoſe fools who affirm we ſpall riſe with the ſame Bo4ies 
id whi-e living ? 
EThe Apoftle calls ſuch fools alſo who queſtion with what bo. 
t and tells them, 1hou ſoweſt not that body that ſoall be, and di- 
iſheth between the Natural Body and the Spizituazl Body, be- 
"Podies Ceelcftial and Bodies Terreftrial, 1 Cor. 15. ch. 
| > Fbetber you believe any real Reſurrelim, or mean any thing beſides 
” Regeneration in this Life ? | | 
A. Yea, a Real Reſurreftion, not only by Regeneration from Sin, 
” butfrom Sufferings here; and unto Glory hereafter, 
1 .* And whether you think every Man's Soul ſball be reunited to a diſtin 
Body at the Dayof Fulgment ? : 
— A. Yea, to a diſtintt Body, proper to it, as it ſhall pleaſe God to 
give it, 1 Cor. 15, ; 
| Q. $. 1ho was your firſt Founder? Or, tavoid Caviis,mbo do you efleem 
vour firſt Reflorer ? Or who foſt- taught Quakeriſm, as Quakeri/m, bere in 
* England, or in any, other Nation ? : 

- © A. Chriſt Jeſus was our firft Founder, Fonndation and Reftorer, 
and he made uſe of ſeveral Inſtruments, as he pleaſed, powerfully to 
preach Him and his Name and Power among us, Your term Quz- 
q Friſe we reject, as being, a Nick-name, in ſcorn and contempt caſt 
© upon our Chriſtian Religion and Profeilion. 

*| Q.g. Did your People Quake and Tremble or no , when they firſt ap- 

- praved in England ? Do they Cuake now? If not, what yuu give as the 
* Reaſon of one and other ? 

4. Many did and ſome do both fear and tremble at the Word of 
ie Lord in ſeveral ſtates, conditions and exerciſes, ( becauſe of the 
Mary of the Lord, and of his glorious Power that's riſen in our day) 
25 his Servants did in former Ages ; though yow-ſeem but ſcornfully 

'to queſtion us in this matter. = 
. 10. Where we may find your Creed or any account of your Religion ? 
” and whether *tis not alter'd in ſeveral particulars ſince your riſe ? 

” A. Come and ſee, come into the true Light and ſee, and you 
* may find our Creed, our Belief, our living Faith in Chriſt Jeſus the 
Author of it, the ſame, not altered, but the true Apoſtolical 
> Cre; and therefore neither nced nor ſhall we ſubſcribe to any at 
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of 4 Quaker, 

And yet now* you are very ſolicjtous to enquire ard find out on 
Creed; thus prepoſterous and contradiftory you are in your pre 
cedure, firſt to give judgment, paſs ſentence, and then enquire 0 
the Parties condemned by you for matter of tatt again{; themſclves, 
May you not be lorely aſhamed of ſuch extrajnadicial proceedings, 
both contrary to common Law and Juſtice 5 andeſpecially ſeeing you 
have no power to impoſe an Oath Ex Officio to force perſons to bt 
their own acculers and prolecutors ?-It tad far better become yot 
to have been ſparing of your ſentence and condemnation upon th, 
Quzker and his Creed, vtil yoſt had known it andbeen better inforrt 
ed, as to matter of fat, charged by you. You ſay, It is in vain 
bring an At of Parliament to prove our ſelves Chrijlians;, but you miy 
ſtake, we did not bring it for that end, but to ſhew you, that on 
Profeffion is recognized by Act of Parliament as Chriſtian, but light 
by you, tho" it be a Profeſlion of qur Belief, ÞGod,the Father, and i 
bis Son, Jeſus Chr jt, and in the Holy Spirit, one God, bleſſed for evermor:,' 
and withal acknualedging, the boly Scriptures of the Old and New Te ) 
Ramen to be gion by Divine Inſpiration, But tho? this has the Appros \ 
bation of Parliament and tanQion of Law for our-Exemption (or \ 
Liverty of Conlcience) from certain Penal Laws, yet you are not © 
pleaſed with it no mote than with our Liberty, © You flatteringly, ! 
yet jeeringly, ay of tlie Parliament, viz. For (with all reſpeft poſible 
vw that Auguſt Aſembly_) there are other things which they can't do beſides 
making @ Man 4 Woman. You might have been more mannerly 
wards that Aſſembly however than thus to Cant or Carp at their Pro' 
cecdings in the ſai At and Confeffon in it 5 againſt which you 
alfo confidently make your Exception, viz. There is rot a word in't & 
ſerting the Triaity of Perſons, nor of the Scriptures being the Word 
God or Compleat Rule of Fiith and Manners, It ſeems the Parliameng » 
wanted you to dictate to them. Here is 0s a word of afferting tbe 
nity of Perſon:, ( lay you ) and what then? is theirs defeftive there 
fore? No. Therein it appears the Parliament was far more i 
vous than your ſelves; they did not impoſe upun us an unſcriptus -- 
ral Profeſſion, but were content with one in Scripture-terms ; which _ -© 
you are not, but rather ſtriving about words, even when the 


you intend is granted in Scripture-phraſe. This your Aﬀeont 
Parliament does not heſpeak your Humility, no more than your" 
bulent Work of ſcandalouſly Libellizing and Branding 
SubjeAs, even a whole Body of Chriſtian People, with bein 
mers, Hereticks, &c. to make diviſion among the People, ave 
leſs than Perſecution would fatiate your Envy. hs - 
And ſeeing your Faith ſtands ſo much in Words and Terms, we 
would ask you what Rule you have in the holy Scriptures for the 
words, Trinicy of Perſons ? or had you them not rather from your 
Mother-Church ? and if ſo,then the Scripture is not the Rule of your 
Faith therein, but the Church. And then how eſteem you the* 
Scriptures the compleat Rule of your Faith ? You ſeem to ask pardon 
for your accuſation about the Soul's flzeping after Death ; but then in- 
ſtead of true Repentance, you add two grols Falſhoods to it, viz. 
That we bold afier Death no Soul, no Reſurrettion, Alſo your groſs ly- 
ing ſtory agaiaſt Fobu Whitehead, about his monſtrous Bigneſs, you 
endeavour to extenuate, by telling us, That the extravagant pleaſantneſs 
of the Relation ( i. e. of that unlucky Story, as you call it ) rempred you 
b:yond your Defign, But this will not excuſe your blind Credulity of a . 
lying Story, nor your malicious Confidence in divulging it to the © 
Nation, which you greatly abuſe with theſe your -Libels: And you 
have many more lying, Stories againft us in general, to retra& parti- . 
cularly ; 1. That the Quakers uſe 10 ſay, that there St. Paul bad not the® 
Spirit, (viz, in ſaying, God ts my witneſs , Rom. 1. 9. God knoweth 
that I lye not, 2 Cor. 11. 31, ©c.) as in your Merc. Fune 7, 2, And®. 
that the Quakers Worſhip each other, Pray to Man, Worſhip Man, &c.. 
3. And that they deny the diſtin Exiſtence of the Soul after Death. 4. And 
that they bold its intirely abſorp in God, and to loſe its Individuation. 
5. And that they reſt on their own Merits, Merc. June, 14. With 
many more notorious 2nd known Falſhoods, and lying Stories and 
Defamations caſt upon us, in your Accuſations and Charges, both _ 
in this your Mercury of June, 14. and the other two preceeding (al- . -: 
ready anſwer'd by us) for which we ſay , The Lord rebuke you, and 37 
grant you Repentance and Forgiveneſs. "*s 
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OW you, our obſcure Adverſaries, or Athenian Mercury Wris 

ters, We, whoſe Names are under-written, do fairly Propoſe 
to you, (that it may appear to the World, that we are not aſhamed 
of our Chriſtian Principles and Profeſſion, nor affraid to ftand by _ , 
and defend them againſt your Perverſions, Oppoſitions and Clamo-» 
rous Reproaches) to own what you have writ or may write againſt 
us, by ſubſcribing your real Names to the ſame, and not lye lurking 
in obſcurity and ſmiting in the dark, if you dare own and ftand by all 
you write againſt us, or intend it to be of any credit, that we may 
know where to find you, and more readily ſhew you your Miftakes. 
And, as perſons well known in and about this City, we hereunto ſubs / 
{ſcribe our Names, \/ 
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Charles Sathurſt, William Cronth,% 
John Ed1idge, Geozge Whitehegig 
William Meade, Walter Henthah 
Theodo2 Eccleſton, Thomas Sar 
William Ingram, 
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